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EXAM AND CHALLENGE CONDITIONS

The deadline for category and challenge selections is 16 June 2026 at 23:59 GMT.  
The final list of accepted participants in challenges will be announced no later than 25 June. 

At the Grand Final in Rome, the two Olympiads, the International STEM Olympiad and Coding Olympiad will be conducted 
together on the same dates.

The exam categories are the primary component of participation in the Olympiad. Challenges are optional enrichment activities 
designed to provide students with opportunities for collaboration, creativity, problem-solving, and practical application of their 
knowledge.

All participants (Flexy, Individual, and Group) are required to select their exam categories through their student panels. 

Each participant may select up to 2 exam categories from the 4 available, regardless of the olympiad they register for. 

Participants who do not select their exam categories will be automatically assigned a single relevant category within their 
registered Olympiad (Math for the STEM Olympiad and Challenges by Codementum for the Coding Olympiad).

After submission, exam categories and challenges cannot be changed.

EXAM CONDITIONS

MATH AND SCIENCE EXAMS

Exam Date: 4 July 2026, Saturday
Exam Time: 08:00 - 14:00
Eligible Grades: 3-11
Exam Venue: Università Campus Bio-Medico di Roma (CUBO Building) - Flexy Participants may use the paid parking lot of the 
university hospital

1.	 All participants within each grade group will answer the same questions in the same exam booklet: 
• Grades 3–4 
• Grades 5–6 
• Grades 7–8 
• Grades 9–10 
• Grade 11 

2.	 The exams will be conducted in English only. Participants may use a printed English-to-any-language dictionary (word-for-
word dictionary only, not a technical or specialized dictionary) during the exams.

3.	 Each category exam consists of 40 multiple-choice questions.
4.	 Both the Mathematics and Science exams are paper-based and do not require the use of a computer.
5.	 Duration: 60 minutes per exam. The exam duration does not affect evaluation or ranking.
6.	 The use of calculators, mobile phones, smartwatches, or any electronic devices is strictly prohibited.
7.	 In both the Mathematics and Science exams, correct answers are awarded +2.5 points, incorrect answers are deducted 1 

point, and unanswered questions receive 0 points.
8.	 In the event of equal scores, participants will receive the same rank and the same medal classification.
9.	 Mathematics and Science results are evaluated independently. Performance in one subject does not affect the other.
10.	 Scoring and Evaluation

Rankings are determined separately for each grade level (grades 3-11) based on participants’ ranking within their grade.
-	 The top three students in each grade will receive Gold 1 (1st Place), Gold 2 (2nd Place), and Gold 3 (3rd Place) medals, 

respectively.
-	 The next top 15% of participants (including the top 3) receive a Gold Medal.
-	 Participants ranked within the next 20% (15%–35%) receive a Silver Medal.
-	 Participants ranked within the next 25% (35%–60%) receive a Bronze Medal.
-	 Participants ranked within the next 20% (60%–80%) receive an Honorable Mention Medal.
-	 The remaining participants (80%–100%) receive a Participation Certificate.
-	 All participants will be able to download their certificates with a verifiable QR code from the Grand Final menus as of 20 

July 2026.
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11.	 Preparation Guidelines
Participants in both categories are encouraged to:
•	 Review previous years’ online olympiad exam papers and practice materials via STEM student panels.
•	 Review the grade-specific topics outlined in the syllabus when preparing for the exams.
•	 Use educational platforms such as PhET Interactive Simulations and LabXchange for additional practice and exploration.

CHALLENGES BY CODEMENTUM 

Exam Date: 3 July 2026, Friday
Exam Time: 08:30 - 10:30
Exam Venue: Hotel Shangri-La Rome
Eligible Grades: 3-11

1.	 To participate in this category, students must have completed the required training on their Codementum accounts.
2.	 Participants must bring a laptop (tablet is not recommended) with a reliable wireless internet connection. Please 

find important information below regarding electrical plug types and voltage requirements in Italy: https://www.
electricalsafetyfirst.org.uk/guidance/advice-for-you/when-travelling/travel-adaptor-for-italy/

3.	 The exam in this category involves completing 30 coding challenges using Block Coding, Python or JavaScript within 90 
minutes.

4.	 Rankings within each grade group will be determined based on the following criteria: Completed Challenges, Total Score, 
Stars Collected, Exam Duration, and Challenge Duration.

5.	 Scoring and Evaluation
Rankings are determined separately for each grade group (Grades 3-5, 6-8, and 9-11) based on participants’ ranking within 
their respective group.
-	 The top three students in each grade group will receive Gold 1 (1st Place), Gold 2 (2nd Place), and Gold 3 (3rd Place) 

medals, respectively.
-	 The next top 15% of participants (including the top 3) receive a Gold Medal.
-	 Participants ranked within the next 20% (15%–35%) receive a Silver Medal.
-	 Participants ranked within the next 25% (35%–60%) receive a Bronze Medal.
-	 Participants ranked within the next 20% (60%–80%) receive an Honorable Mention Medal.
-	 The remaining participants (80%–100%) receive a Participation Certificate.
-	 All participants will be able to download their certificates with a verifiable QR code from the Grand Final menus as of 20 

July 2026.
6.	 Preparation Guideline: Students can use the 300+ challenges offered by Codementum to prepare for the Grand Final. There 

are no topic restrictions. Challenges may include questions from any subject area.

ARENA BATTLES BY CODECOMBAT

Exam Date: 3 July 2026, Friday
Exam Time: 11:00 - 13:30
Exam Venue: Hotel Shangri-La Rome
Eligible Grades: 3-11

1.	 To participate in this category, students must have completed the required training on their CodeCombat accounts.
2.	 Participants are required to bring a laptop with a reliable wireless internet connection (tablets are not recommended).  

Please find important information below regarding electrical plug types and voltage requirements in Italy: https://www.
electricalsafetyfirst.org.uk/guidance/advice-for-you/when-travelling/travel-adaptor-for-italy/

3.	 Participants will compete in the assigned Arena by developing and submitting code in Python or JavaScript.
4.	 On the exam day, a new competition arena will be revealed. Participants will have 90 minutes to write, test, and submit 

their code.
5.	 Once the submission period ends, the arena will be locked and no further modifications will be permitted.
6.	 Rankings shown during the exam are provisional and may change; final rankings will be determined upon exam completion, 

based on performance in the final arena simulation battles. 
7.	 Scoring and Evaluation

Rankings are determined separately for each grade group (Grades 3-5, 6-8, and 9-11) based on participants’ ranking within 
their respective group.
-	 The top three students in each grade group will receive Gold 1 (1st Place), Gold 2 (2nd Place), and Gold 3 (3rd Place) 

medals, respectively.
-	 The next top 15% of participants (including the top three) receive a Gold Medal.
-	 Participants ranked within the next 20% (15%–35%) receive a Silver Medal.
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-	 Participants ranked within the next 25% (35%–60%) receive a Bronze Medal.
-	 Participants ranked within the next 20% (60%–80%) receive an Honorable Mention Medal.
-	 The remaining participants (80%–100%) receive a Participation Certificate.
-	 All participants will be able to download their certificates with a verifiable QR code from the Grand Final menus as of 20 

July 2026.
8.	 Preparation Guideline: All participants selecting this exam category will receive a free CodeCombat Premium membership, 

providing access to the arena training portal and free arenas for exam preparation.

CHALLENGE CONDITIONS  
 
The deadline for category and challenge selections is 16 June 2026 at 23:59 GMT.  
The final list of accepted participants in challenges will be announced no later than 25 June. 

Individual and Flexy participants can select only one challenge through their student panels. If sufficient quota remains after 
team registrations have been processed, these participants may be grouped into teams in accordance with the team formation 
criteria.

For group participants, challenge selections must be made by the Main Supervisor through the supervisor panel. A supervisor 
may register up to three (3) teams, either in the same challenge or in different challenges. It is recommended that each team 
participate in a different challenge. 

Challenge Team Approval Criteria:
•	 Each challenge should include at least one team from each participating country.
•	 Team numbers per country are planned to be proportional to the total number of students registered from that country.
•	 The aim is to select at least one team from each supervisor’s group based on the submission date and time.
•	 After forming teams according to the above criteria, any remaining spots in a challenge will be filled by other teams from the 

lists using the same criteria.

Please make sure that the challenges you choose from the table below do not overlap. 

Challenge Schedule and Venues - 3 July 2026, Friday

Hotel Cristoforo Colombo (STEM Challenges) Hotel Shangri La (Coding Exams & AI Challenge)

Time Challenge Grades Quota Time Challenge Grades Quota

09:00 - 12:00 DIY (Do It 
Yourself) 3-4-5 20 teams 

(60 students) 08:30 - 10:30 Challenges by 
Codementum 3-11 200 

students

14:00 - 17:00 Bridge Challenge 6-7-8 / 
9-10-11

20 teams 
(60 students) 11:00 - 13:30 Arena Battles by 

CodeCombat 3-11 200 
students

19:30 - 22:30 Plane Challenge 6-7-8 / 
9-10-11

20 teams 
(60 students) 15:00 - 17:00 AI Prompt Engineering 

Challenge 3-11 200 
students

Important Notice: 
* All challenges will be held on 3 July 2026 and will finish by 22:30 on the same day.
* The Mathematics and Science paper-based exams will take place on the morning of 4 July 2026 at Università Campus Bio-
Medico di Roma (CUBO Building).
* 5 July 2026 will be a free day for groups to explore Rome.

1.	 In addition to exam categories, students may participate in various challenges designed to develop creativity, critical 
thinking, teamwork, and problem-solving skills. 

2.	 Participation in challenges is optional, and availability may vary depending on grade level, country quotas, capacity limits, 
and other organizational factors. 

3.	 Some challenges require individual participation, while others involve teamwork and group participation.
4.	 Participants are advised to carefully review the venue, date, time, and any specific participation requirements for each 

challenge before making their selection. 
5.	 Participants for the challenges will be selected by the administration according to predefined criteria. Selecting a challenge 

through the student or teacher panels does not guarantee participation. The final list of accepted participants will be 
announced no later than 25 June. 
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6.	 The following selection criteria apply to all challenges and are intended to ensure balanced and diverse international 
representation: 
•	 The participant quota allocated to each challenge 
•	 The maximum number of teams or individual participants accepted from each country
•	 The maximum number of teams accepted per supervisor
•	 The maximum number of Individual and Flexy participants accepted
•	 All of the above criteria will be applied on a first-come, first-served basis

DIY CHALLENGE (DO IT YOURSELF)

Challenge Date: 3 July 2026, Friday
Challenge Time: 09:00 - 12:00
Challenge Venue: Hotel Cristoforo Colombo, Rome
Eligible Grades: 3-4-5

1.	 Participants compete in teams of three (3) students. Team members may be from any combination of grades 3, 4, and 5.
2.	 A maximum of 20 teams will be accepted for this challenge. The selection criteria for teams are specified under the 

conditions listed below the timetable above.
3.	 Challenge Objective

•	 Teams will be provided with a STEM engineering kit containing the materials and components required for the challenge.
•	 Participants will be tasked with assembling, testing, and completing one or more STEM projects according to the 

challenge requirements.
•	 The objective is to successfully construct a functional model within the allocated time while demonstrating teamwork.
•	 Participants may be required to follow assembly instructions, identify components, complete wiring connections, and 

ensure the proper operation of the finished model.
•	 Evaluation will be based on the functionality, accuracy, completion time, teamwork, and overall performance of the 

completed project.
4.	 Detailed instructions, required materials, and the jury‘s evaluation criteria will be provided and explained to all teams before 

the challenge begins.
5.	 Scoring and Evaluation

•	 Only the top three teams will receive medals during the awards ceremony. They will be able to download their certificates 
with a verifiable QR code from the Grand Final menus as of 20 July 2026.

•	 Participants other than the top three teams will not receive medals or participation certificates.

BRIDGE CHALLENGE

Challenge Date: 3 July 2026, Friday
Challenge Time: 14:00 - 17:00
Challenge Venue: Hotel Cristoforo Colombo, Rome
Eligible Grades: 6-11 (two levels: 6-7-8 / 9-10-11)
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1.	 Participants compete in teams of three (3) students. Team members may be from any grade within the grades 6-8 or grades 
9-11 group.

2.	 A total of 40 teams will be accepted for this challenge (20 teams in grades 6-8 and 20 teams in grades 9-11). The selection 
criteria for teams are specified under the conditions listed below the timetable above.

3.	 Challenge Objective
•	 Participants will be tasked with designing and constructing a bridge model using the materials provided by the organizers.
•	 The objective is to create a stable, durable, and efficient bridge model that successfully meets the challenge requirements.
•	 Evaluation will be based on the strength, stability, design quality, completion time, and overall performance of the 

completed bridge model.
4.	 Detailed instructions, required materials, and the jury‘s evaluation criteria will be provided and explained to all teams before 

the challenge begins.
5.	 Scoring and Evaluation

•	 Only the top three teams in each grade group (6 teams in total) will receive medals during the awards ceremony (top 
3 teams from grades 6-8 and top 3 teams from grades 9-11). They will be able to download their certificates with a 
verifiable QR code from the Grand Final menus as of 20 July 2026.

•	 Participants other than the top three teams will not receive medals or participation certificates.

PLANE CHALLENGE

Challenge Date: 3 July 2026, Friday
Challenge Time: 19:30 - 22:30
Challenge Venue: Hotel Cristoforo Colombo Rome
Eligible Grades: 6-11 (two levels: 6-7-8 / 9-10-11)

1.	 Participants compete in teams of three (3) students. Team members may be from any grade within the grades 6-8 or grades 
9-11 group.

2.	 A total of 40 teams will be accepted for this challenge (20 teams in grades 6-8 and 20 teams in grades 9-11). The selection 
criteria for teams are specified under the conditions listed below the timetable above.

3.	 Challenge Objective
•	 Participants will be tasked with designing and constructing a plane model using the materials provided by the organizers.
•	 The objective is to create a functional and efficient plane model that successfully meets the challenge requirements.
•	 The plane model may include mechanical or electrical components, such as motors, propellers, and wheels, depending on 

the challenge requirements.
•	 Evaluation will be based on the functionality, design quality, completion time, and overall performance of the completed 

plane model.
4.	 Detailed instructions, required materials, and the jury‘s evaluation criteria will be provided and explained to all teams before 

the challenge begins.
5.	 Scoring and Evaluation

•	 Only the top three teams in each grade group (6 teams in total) will receive medals during the awards ceremony (top 
3 teams from grades 6-8 and top 3 teams from grades 9-11). They will be able to download their certificates with a 
verifiable QR code from the Grand Final menus as of 20 July 2026.

•	 Participants other than the top three teams will not receive medals or participation certificates.
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AI PROMPT ENGINEERING CHALLENGE

Challenge Date: 3 July 2026, Friday
Challenge Time: 15:00 - 17:00
Challenge Venue: Hotel Shangri-La Rome
Eligible Grades: 3-11

1.	 Participation is individual (not team-based).
2.	 Participants are required to bring a laptop with a reliable wireless internet connection (tablets are not recommended).  

Please find important information below regarding electrical plug types and voltage requirements in Italy: https://www.
electricalsafetyfirst.org.uk/guidance/advice-for-you/when-travelling/travel-adaptor-for-italy/

3.	 A maximum of 200 participants will be accepted for the challenge. The selection criteria for participants are specified under 
the conditions listed below the timetable above.

4.	 Challenge Objective
•	 Participants will be tasked with uncovering a hidden secret word by interacting with an AI-powered system via text-based 

communication. 
•	 To reveal the secret word, participants must use prompt engineering, logical reasoning, information analysis, and strategic 

questioning to discover clues and overcome challenge-specific obstacles.
•	 Participants should carefully evaluate the responses provided by the system, as not all information may be equally useful 

in reaching the correct solution.
•	 The objective is to identify and submit the correct secret word as quickly as possible.
•	 Detailed instructions, challenge rules, permitted tools, and evaluation criteria will be provided before the challenge 

begins.
5.	 Participants must use English for all prompts, interactions, and submissions. The use of other languages is not supported.
6.	 Duration: 60 minutes
7.	 Scoring and Evaluation 

Participants who successfully complete the AI Prompt Engineering Challenge will be ranked based on their completion time. 
Participants who do not successfully complete the challenge will receive a participation certificate only.
Participants will be ranked within the following grade groups: grades 3-5, grades 6-8, and grades 9-11.
-	 The top three students in each grade group will receive Gold 1 (1st Place), Gold 2 (2nd Place), and Gold 3 (3rd Place) 

medals, respectively.
-	 The next top 15% of participants (including the top 3) receive a Gold Medal.
-	 Participants ranked within the next 20% (15%–35%) receive a Silver Medal.
-	 Participants ranked within the next 25% (35%–60%) receive a Bronze Medal.
-	 Participants ranked within the next 20% (60%–80%) receive an Honorable Mention Medal.
-	 The remaining participants (80%–100%) receive a Participation Certificate.
-	 All participants will be able to download their certificates with a verifiable QR code from the Grand Final menus as of 20 

July 2026.

The deadline for category and challenge selections is 16 June 2026 at 23:59 GMT.  
The final list of accepted participants in challenges will be announced no later than 25 June. 
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EXAM AND CATEGORY SELECTION GUIDE

FOR INDIVIDUAL AND FLEXY PARTICIPANTS

1.	 Navigate to the Grand Final menu in your student panel to view the available exam categories and challenges. To make 
your selections, first click the “View Conditions” button.

2.	 Carefully review the category selection terms and conditions. Once you have read and understood them, enable the 
confirmation toggle and click “Confirm” to proceed.
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3.	 After accepting the conditions, select up to two (2) exam categories from the four available options below.

4.	 Each exam category and challenge has its own terms and conditions. Before making a selection, click the corresponding 
“View Conditions” button, review the conditions, and confirm your acceptance.
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FOR PARTICIPANTS IN SUPERVISOR GROUPS

1.	 Navigate to the Grand Final menu in your student panel to view the available exam categories and challenges. To make 
your selections, first click the “View Conditions” button.

2.	 Carefully review the category selection terms and conditions. Once you have read and understood them, enable the 
confirmation toggle and click “Confirm” to proceed.
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3.	 After accepting the conditions, select up to two (2) exam categories from the four available options below.

4.	 After selecting your exam categories, click the “View Conditions” button for the AI Prompt Engineering Challenge. 
Review and accept the conditions before making your challenge selection.

Please note: Participants in the supervisor groups may only apply for the AI Prompt Engineering Challenge through 
their student panels. Only the Main Supervisor can select the DIY, Bridge, and Plane Challenges on behalf of students in 
supervisor groups.
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FOR MAIN SUPERVISORS IN THE GROUPS

1.	 Students in supervisor groups cannot select the DIY, Bridge, or Plane Challenges through their student panels. These 
challenge selections can be made exclusively by the Main Supervisor through the Grand Final menu in the supervisor 
panel. Click the “Challenges” button to proceed with challenge selection.

2.	 Click the “Add Group” button in the relevant challenge section to add students. A supervisor may register up to three 
(3) teams, either in the same challenge or in different challenges. It is recommended that each team participate in a 
different challenge.
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3.	 Carefully review the category selection terms and conditions. Once you have read and understood them, enable the 
confirmation toggle and click “Confirm” to proceed.

 

4.	 Select a grade group by clicking the corresponding group button, enter a Group Title, and then click “Next”.
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5.	 Select exactly three (3) students from the list of available participants and click the “Create Group” button.

6.	 Please note: The status of a newly created group will initially be Pending. After review by the administration, the status 
will be changed to Approved or Rejected, depending on the outcome of the evaluation.
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7.	 Supervisors may change team members by clicking the “Members” button before or after the group’s approval.

8.	 To replace a team member, click the “Replace” button next to the name of the participant you wish to replace. Then 
select the name of the new participant from the list and confirm the change.


